Significance of myocardial ischaemia before cardiac catheterisation in patients with ischemic heart disease.
Eighty one patients with ischemic heart disease divided in four groups (group 1, n = 24, without ischemia; group II, n = 20, myocardial ischemia before invasive procedure; group III, n = 18, myocardial ischemia during invasive procedure, group IV, n = 19, myocardial ischemia before and during the invasive procedure) were studied at rest, by bicycle ergometric exercise test and cardiac catheterisation (including selective coronary angiography) to assess the response of autonomic nervous system as judged by the non-invasive parameters of myocardial oxygen demand. Patients in group II and IV had increased double product before the invasive procedure, diminished coronary reserve and left ventricular ejection performance although the vessel involvement in these groups was similar to that of other two groups. Patients with ischemic heart disease manifest different degree of myocardial ischemia before and during cardiac catheterisation depending upon the activity of autonomic nervous system.